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Request for Proposals Posted for Water 
Conservation Grants in the Yuma Area 
 
   A request for proposals (RFP) has been posted 
for grants or cooperative agreements for water 
conservation projects in the Yuma Area. These 
grants are intended to leverage your funds to 
accomplish more water conservation “on the 
ground”. 
   This RFP is for the Water Conservation Field 
Services Program (WCFSP), and specifically for 
the Yuma Area. A 50% cost-share match by the 
applicant is required. Up to $40,000 is available 
this year with a cap of $25,000 per grant or 
cooperative agreement.  
   Eligible applicants include entities with water 
delivery authority as well as tribes and local 
governmental, educational, and non-profit 
organizations involved with water conservation 
programs. The WCFSP recognizes that neither 
Reclamation nor any other single entity alone 
can accomplish the goal of more efficient water 
management. We depend upon partnerships with 
a variety of  water-user, conservation, and 
educational institutions. 
   The closing date for applications is June 3, 
2005. Awards will be made in July or August 
2005. A full text of the RFP can be found on the 
Internet at:   
http://fedgrants.gov/Applicants/DOI/BOR/LC31
00/05SF340004/listing.html  you may submit 
your application on-line if you desire. 
      All districts, tribes, and conservation or 
educational organizations are encouraged to 
apply for a grant or cooperative agreement. For 
further information please contact Mark Niblack 
at (928) 343-8253, mniblack@lc.usbr.gov , or Ty 
Mull at (928) 343-8231, tmull@lc.usbr.gov  

 

 
 
Workers are shown placing reinforcement in order to 
concrete-line a 200-foot length of the CRIT Main Canal 
at the canal heading. This section was lined in order to 
provide a clean-lined section for an acoustic-Doppler 
flow meter. 
 
 

 
This is the lined section after construction. Technicians 
are current-metering from a boat in order to calibrate the 
acoustic-Doppler meter, which is underwater.  
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U.S. Department of the Interior 
Bureau of Reclamation 

Regional Water Conservation Awards 
Have Been Announced 
  
    Our water users and conservation 
organizations work hard at efficiently managing 
their water. In order to recognize the efforts of 
our water users, it is good to emphasize some 
outstanding examples. For that reason, the 
Bureau of Reclamation annually recognizes 
outstanding work in water conservation and 
management with the Regional and 
Commissioner’s Water Conservation Awards.               
   The Regional awards for 2004 have been 
announced. The Commissioner’s award has not 
been announced yet. Formal presentations are 
being arranged for each Regional recipient. The 
Regional winners for 2004 are: 
 Southern California Area: 
    Lake Arrowhead Community Services District 
was recognized for an outdoor water 
conservation campaign that has been very 
effective in reducing residential and commercial 
water usage.   
Phoenix Area: 
   Ms. Kerry Schwartz, Arizona State 
Coordinator for the Water Education for 
Teacher’s (WET) program, for implementing an 
outstanding state-wide program. 
Yuma Area: 
   The Regional Award for the Yuma Area is a 
joint award to the Colorado River Indian Tribes 
(CRIT) and the Colorado River Agency of the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA). The CRIT and 
BIA are recognized for aggressively 
implementing a canal modernization program to 
improve the efficiency and water delivery 
service of the Colorado River Indian Project 
(CRIP) near Parker, AZ.  
   The (CRIP) delivers irrigation water to 80,000 
acres of cropland. A deteriorating infrastructure 
along with antiquated methods of water 
management resulted in CRIT exceeding their 
entitlement 4 years out of 8 from 1989 through 
1996. In 1989 CRIP suffered a catastrophic 
failure where water could not be adequately 

delivered to the users due to inefficiency in the 
system. 
   Since 1996, CRIT and BIA have aggressively 
implemented a modernization program to 
improve the efficiency of the CRIP, provide 
better service to the water users, reduce 
diversions, and strengthen CRIT’s economic 
base. The modernization program includes 
implementation of the following on-going 
programs: 

• Water measurement structures and 
devices in the canal system. To date, 
more than 15 major water measurement 
structures and devices have been installed 
at major canals and laterals headings. 

• Water measurement and accounting 
program for farm delivery to more than 
800 delivery points, along with an on-
going program to install measurement 
flumes at farm delivery turnouts. 

• Conversion to a centralized water 
ordering and dispatch system with round-
the-clock system operators present in the 
field. 

• Supervisory Control and Data 
Acquisition (SCADA) system for the 
main canal network. At present, a remote 
data acquisition is implemented. 
Conversion to full SCADA is scheduled 
for contract in 2005, with an Automation 
planned to follow in 2006. 

• Conservation water rate structure. 
   CRIT along with BIA plan to continue their 
efforts at efficiency improvement and 
modernization. Plans include rehabilitation of 
water control structures; expansion of the 
SCADA system; automation of major water 
control structures; and on of water measurement 
structures or devices at all farm delivery points. 
   Diversions from the Colorado River, so far, 
have been reduced by an average of 70,000 acre-
feet from 1994-1996 levels to 2000-2002, while 
servicing the same amount of cropland and 
improving customer service. CRIT and BIA’s 
accomplishments truly deserve to be recognized. 


